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Oregon Optometric Physicians Association (OOPA) is featuring stories about members who 

serve on American Optometric Association (AOA) committees. Their collective expertise and 

contributions better the practice of optometry while placing Oregon on the national policy 

stage. 

 

Amber Dunn, OD, owner of Gatti Vision, is in her third year of service on 

AOA’s Content Review Board. Members are reappointed each year. The 

board provides member voice and expertise to ensure AOA content helps 

members provide exceptional patient care, advocates for the profession 

and offers successful practice management. It also acts as an editorial 

board. 

 

Three years in, what interested her in joining the committee in the first 

place?  

 

“I was first asked to be a volunteer on a membership sub-committee called "student and new 

graduates," she said. “This was a perfect fit for me so that I could help target new graduates 

and keep students understanding the importance of AOA. After serving 3 years on that 

committee, I was re-appointed to the Government Relations Committee which I spent a year 

working on while learning legislative language.”  

 

“After that year I was asked to be on the Content and Review board where I have spent the last 

3 years. It is important to me to give what I can. I enjoy being able to offer my ideas, volunteer 

my time, and help in any way I can for my profession. It's important to have those with passion 

leading, even if it is in a small way. I have said "yes" to all volunteer committee reassignments 

because AOA knows what the puzzle looks like and I am a small piece that can possibly make a 

large impact. 

 

Our committee keeps the AOA website material up to date, puts out AOA Focus (the magazine), 

Week in Focus and more. Recently, AOA won the 2020 Gold Circle Award in the member print 

magazine redesign category. This is the first time winning this. 

 

Volunteering for a state board (OOPA) and volunteering as an AOA committee member are two 

totally separate things. You can do both, but you can also do one or the other. We grow 

https://www.oregonoptometry.org/
https://www.aoa.org/
https://www.gattivision.com/


stronger together and having more people show interest in volunteering will make us more 

successful.  

 

You also get what you put into it. I love the work I do and the people I get to know. Our 

committee meets virtually each month and then all together at Optometry's Meeting.  

 

It is so wonderful to have these connections all over the US. I have also had opportunities to 

meet with "big wigs" in optometry early in my career because of volunteering. AOA board 

members have played with my children and know my husband. Its a special bond that would 

not have created otherwise.” 

 

 


