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Oregon Optometric Physicians Association (OOPA) is featuring stories about members who
serve on American Optometric Association (AOA) committees. Their collective expertise and
contributions better the practice of optometry while placing Oregon on the national policy
stage.

Gabby Marshall, OD, FCOVD, Elemental Eyecare, is a member of
AOA’s Political Action Committee (PAC) serving as a federal
relations representative. Dr. Marshall, immediate past president
of OOPA and a current member of OOPA’s Advocacy Committee,
has contributed to AOA’s committee efforts for two years.

When asked why she joined AOA’s Federal Relations Committee,
Dr. Marshall replied, “I was asked and because of my history
with working in PAC coordination and fundraising it was a
natural fit, and... Jim Hale made me do it.”

Due to the highly regulated nature of the optometric industry,
sound federal relations are critical to success. Measuring advocacy success can be a multi-
dimensional process but Dr. Marshall was quick to note her committee’s accomplishments.

“The AOA PAC board saw a concerning trend of retiring high level donors and realized that if we
don't engage more members we would not have as strong a voice in DC as we do now,” she
said. “Last year we saw, for the first time in a long time, an increase in PAC donations, and an
overall increase in the number of members donating. It was a record year. We also had a
phenomenally successful optometry-only fundraiser for the Senate Majority Leader and were
able to significantly impress him with our efforts. 2019 was a great year for AOA PAC and
optometry in Washington DC.”

Dr. Marshall also had this to say about her AOA committee experience - “Regardless of your
political beliefs, supporting optometry in politics is important. It is a great feeling to be part of
a large group of diverse individuals, all with different "political" beliefs but sharing one common
goal, working together, to make our profession stronger. It's critical to see the importance of
organized optometry and unfortunately, being part of the political system is a necessity. At
least AOA makes it fun!”
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